Electrophysiological recording of tendon reflexes in cervical myelopathy.
Twenty-six patients with unequivocal, clinically and radiologically confirmed cervical myelopathy were investigated electrophysiogically using needle electromyography (EMG), motor and sensory conduction velocity, F-wave latency and the electromyographic recording of the tendon reflexes (TR) of the biceps brachii, brachioradialis and triceps brachii muscles. Normal latency and amplitude values of the reflex evoked compound muscle potentials (T-wave) were calculated from 74 healthy volunteers. Pathological TR were found in 73.1% of the patients, while EMG--which was the next more effective method--was positive in 38.5% of the cases. Eight pathologically delayed T-waves were recorded from muscles with clinically normal or even exaggerated reflexes. TR recording appears to be a useful method in the assessment of segmental functional disturbance in cervical myelopathy.